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IRS Tax Tip 2015-06

Ten IRS Tips about Free Tax Preparation

Each year, millions of people have their taxes prepared
for free. The IRS’s Volunteer Income Tax Assistance or
and Tax Counseling for the Elderly programs have helped
people for more than 40 years. Many people know these
programs by their initials. Here are 10 tips from the IRS
about VITA and TCE:

1. Trained and Certified. The IRS works with local
community groups to train and certify VITA and TCE
volunteers.

2. VITA Program. VITA generally offers free tax
return preparation to people who earn $53,000 or
less.

3. TCE Program. TCE is mainly for people age 60 or
older. The program specializes in tax issues unique to
seniors. AARP participates in the TCE program and
helps people with low to moderate incomes.

4. Free E-file. VITA and TCE provide free electronic
filing. E-filing is the safest, most accurate way to file
your tax return. Combining e-file with direct deposit
is the fastest way to get your refund.

5. Tax Benefits. Using VITA and TCE can help you
get all the tax benefits for which you are eligible. For

http://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USIRS/bulletins/ebe2a6?reqfrom=share[1/27/2015 12:21:42 PM]


http://www.irs.gov/
http://www.irs.gov/
http://www.irs.gov/
http://www.irs.gov/Individuals/1040-Central
http://www.irs.gov/uac/Help-for-Victims-of-Hurricanes-Katrina,-Rita-and-Wilma
http://www.irs.gov/uac/What's-Hot
http://www.irs.gov/uac/News-Releases-for-Current-Month
http://www.irs.gov/uac/IRS-The-Basics
http://www.irs.gov/uac/IRS-Guidance
http://www.irs.gov/uac/IRS-Media-Relations-Offices---Contact-Numbers
http://www.irs.gov/uac/Facts-&-Figures
http://www.irs.gov/uac/Problem-Alerts
http://www.irs.gov/uac/Around-the-Nation--%7C--Alrededor-de-la-Naci%C3%B3n
http://www.irs.gov/uac/e-News-Subscriptions-2
http://www.irs.gov/uac/Multimedia-Center
http://www.irs.gov/Spanish/Noticias-en-Espa??ol
http://www.irs.gov/uac/IRS-Radio-PSAs

IRS Tax Tip 2015-06: Ten IRS Tips about Free Tax Preparation

Tax Scams .
example, you may qualify for the Earned Income Tax

The Tax Gap Credit or the Credit for the Elderly. You can also get

help with the new Health Care Law tax provisions.
Fact Sheets

_ 6. Bilingual Help. Some VITA and TCE sites provide
_ bilingual help for people who speak limited English.

Armed Forces 7. Help for Military. VITA offers free tax assistance

L atest News Home to members of the military and their families.
Volunteers help with many military tax issues. These
may include the special rules and tax benefits that
apply to those serving in combat zones.

IRS Resources

Compliance & Enforcement

News 8. “Self-Prep” Option. At some VITA sites, you can
prepare your own federal and state tax returns using

Contact My Local Office free web-based software. This is an option if you

Filing Obtions don’t have a home computer or need much help.
Volunteers are on site to guide you if you need help.

Forms & Pubs In most cases, this option offers free tax return
preparation software and e-filing to people who earn

Erequently Asked Questions $60,000 or less.

News

9. Local Sites. The IRS partners with community
organizations to offer free tax services at thousands
of sites around the nation. Sites start to open in late
Where to File January and early February.

Taxpayer Advocate

IRS Social Media 10. Visit IRS.gov. You can visit IRS.gov to find a
VITA site near you. Search the word “VITA” and click
on “Eree Tax Return Preparation for You by
Volunteers.” Site information is also available by
calling the IRS at 800-906-9887. To locate the
nearest AARP Tax-Aide site, visit aarp.org, or call
888-227-7669.

If you found this Tax Tip helpful, please share it through
your social media platforms. A great way to get tax
information is to use IRS Social Media. You can also
subscribe to IRS Tax Tips or any of our e-news

subscriptions.
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Thank you for subscribing to IRS Tax Tips, an IRS e-mail service. For
more information on federal taxes please visit IRS.gov.
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